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A survey on university students’ university students’ awareness toward

academic work and career during the COVID-19 pandemic

Yumiko KITAGAWA Ryo ONISHI

The purpose of this study was to examine university students' perceptions and actual
experiences regarding their academic motivation, attitudes, and career decision-making

amid the challenges they faced in their university life during the COVID-19 pandemic.
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To achieve this, a survey was conducted using Google Forms, targeting 95 university
students attending four-year universities from December 2022 to March 2023.

The findings indicate that although students were in a learning environment distinct
from the pre-pandemic period, they still recognized the importance of class content and
tended to be motivated to participate actively. On the other hand, students who perceived
their academic performance as poor exhibited a tendency to have lower motivation
toward classes.

Furthermore, students with heightened anxiety about their future tended to perceive
greater parental attention and expectations than those without such anxiety, and they
were more likely to seek advice from their parents.

These findings suggest the need to reconsider educational content that fosters
motivation and academic performance, as well as the importance of collaboration among

university faculty and staff in supporting both students and their parents.

Keyword
University Students parents COVID-19
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On the so-called “typical development” in developmental psychology
Isao AIZAWA

This paper focuses on ‘typical development’, which is often heard about but rarely
discussed by students studying developmental psychology in higher education,
particularly those studying for teacher licensing and the qualification to sit the
certified public psychologist exam. With the prefix ‘non-’ (a-) added to it , we call
‘atypical’ development. When strong attention was paid to developmental disorders a
few years before the start of the special needs education system (2007), atypical
development and developmental disorders came to be treated almost synonymously.
This has resulted in the omission of discussion and has given rise to a tautology,
whereby ‘atypical development’ refers to development that is ‘not atypical’.

Developmental psychology has lost sight of its traditional guideposts in this.
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